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Application Number 


10/719,177 


Filing Date 


November 20, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


David Miller 


Art Unit 


2834 


Examiner Name 


Thomas M. Dougherty 


\^ Total Number of Pages In This Submission 




Attorney Docket Number 


019930-002840US J 



ENCLOSURES (Check all that apply) \ 


|~""] Fee Transmittal Form 
I I Fee Attached 

I I Amendment/Reply 

I I After Final 

I I Affidavits/declaration(s) 
I I Extension of Time Request 
I I Express Abandonment Request 
I I Information Disclosure Statement 

I | Certified Copy of Priority 
' — ' Document (s) 

I I Reply to Missing Parts/ Incomplete 

' — ' Application 

I I Reply to Missing Parts 
I — I under 37 CFR 1.52 or 1.53 


Drawing(s) 
I I Ucenslng-related Papers 

I I Petition 

I I Petition to Convert to a 

■ — I Provisional Application 

I I Power of Attorney, Revocation 

I — I Change of Correspondence Address 

I I Terminal Disclaimer 
I I Request for Refund 
I I CD, Number of CD(s) 

IT! Landscape Table on CD 


| j After Allowance Communication to TC 

l~f Appeal Communication to Board 
' — ' of Appeals and Interferences 

j | Appeal Communication to TC 
I — I (Appeal Notice, Brief, Reply Brief) 

I I Proprietary Information 
I I Status Letter 
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Communication 
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Account 20-1430. 
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Date 
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Date 


January 25, 2005 J 
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PATENT 

Attorney Docket No,: 019930-002840US 
Client Ref. No.: A1297D4 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: 

David Miller et al. 

Application No.: 10/719,177 

Filed: November 20, 2003 

For: SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR 
OVERCOMING SUCTION 

Customer No.: 20350 



Confirmation No.: 3225 
Examiner: Thomas M. Dougherty 
Art Unit: 2834 
COMMUNICATION 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 1 3-1450 

Sin 

This communication is further to a telephone conference with Examiner 
Dougherty on January 25, 2005. In that conversation, we clarified the status of the Applicants' 
response to the Restriction Requirement issued, on April 8, 2004, for claims 1-91. 

The Applicants filed a Preliminary Amendment concurrently with the Present 
Application on November 20, 2003. In the Preliminary Amendment, claims 1-89 were cancelled 
and claims 92-101 were added, leaving claims 90-101 for prosecution in the Present Application. 

The Applicants filed a response to the Restriction Requirement by facsimile on 
April 15, 2004 (titled "Amendment"). Copies of the Transmittal Form, Amendment, fax 
transmittal, and fax confirmation receipt are submitted herewith. In that Amendment, the 
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PATTER 



Communication dated January 25, 2005 

Applicants directed the Examiner's attention to the Preliminary Amendment filed concurrently 
with the Present Application. 



During the telephone conference on January 25, 2005, Examiner Dougherty 



confirmed that the Preliminary Amendment is in the USPTO file and that the Amendment filed 
on April 15, 2004, is not. This communication is intended to bring the USPTO file up-to-date 
and to advance prosecution toward the first office action on the merits of the claims. 

If the Examiner believes a further telephone conference would expedite 
prosecution of this application, please telephone the undersigned at 303-571-4000. 



TOWNSEND and TOWNSEND and CREW LLP 

Two Embarcadero Center, Eighth Floor 

San Francisco, CA 94111-3834 

Tel: 303-571-4000 

Fax: 415-576-0300 

IEB/jln 
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Date: January 25, 2005 




Irvin E. Branch 
Reg. No. 42,358 
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TRANSMITTAL 
FORM 

(to be used for afl correspondence after initial filing) 


Application Number 


10/719,177 


Filing Date 


November 20, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Gillespie, Donald E. 


Art Unit 


2834 


Examiner Name 


Thomas M. Dougherty 


Total Number of Pages in This 1 
Submission 


Attorney Docket Number 


019930-002840 



EH Fee Transmittal Form 
O Fee Attached 

Amendment/Reply 

□ After Final 

□ Affidavits/dedaration(s) 
Q Extension of Time Request 

O Express Abandonment Request 

□ information Disclosure Statement 

O Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 

□ Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 

O Response to Missing Parts 
under 37 CFR 1.52 or 1.53 



ENCLOSURES (Check ail that apply) 



Q Drswtng(s) 
O Uoensing-related Papers 

□ Petition 

Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 

□ Power of Attorney, Revocation 
Change of Correspondence Address 

□ Terminal Disclaimer 

D Request for Refund 

□ CD, Number of CD(s) 



Remarks 



Q After Allowance Communication to Group 

□ Appeal Communication to Board of Appeals 
and Interferences 

Q Appeal Communication to Group (Appeal 
Nolle*, Brief, Reply BrM; 

□ Proprietary Information 

□ Status Letter 

□ Other Enclosure(s) 

(piease Identify befow): 



The Commissioner is authorized to charge any additional fees to Deposit 
Account 20-1430. 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY. OR AGENT 



Firm 
or 

Individual 



Townsend and Townsend and Crew LLP 

Irvin E.firanch Reg. No. 42,358 




April 15, 2004 



r 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the Patent and Trademark Office, Fax No. (703) 872-9308 on 
April 15, 2004 



Typed or printed name 



Signature 



Auraa Lowell /\ 



Date April 15, 2004 
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atoLPatent and Trademark 
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Aurorafltowell ^ 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: 

David Miller, et al. 

Application No.: 10/719,177 

Filed: November 20, 2003 

For: SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR 
OVERCOMING SUCTION 

Customer No.: 20350 



Confirmation No. 2954 

Examiner: Thomas M. Dougherty 

Technology Center/Art Unit: 2834 

AMENDMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed April 8, 2004, please enter the following 
amendments and remarks: 



Remarks/Arguments begin on page 2 of this paper. 
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Appl. No. 10/719,177 

Amdt. dated April 15, 2004 

Reply to Office Action of April 8, 2004 



PATENT 



REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 



Applicants request that the Examiner consider the Preliminary Amendment 



In view of the foregoing, Applicants believe all claims now pending in this 



Application are in condition for allowance. The issuance of a formal Notice of Allowance at an 
early date is respectfully requested. 



If the Examiner believes a telephone conference would expedite prosecution of 



TOWNSEND and TOWNSEND and CREW LLP 

Two Embarcadero Center, Eighth Floor 

San Francisco, California 941 1 1-3834 

Tel: 303-571-4000 

Fax:415-576-0300 

EEBrarl 
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entered on November 20, 2003. 



CONCLUSION 



this application, please telephone the undersigned at 303-571-4000. 




Irvin E. Branch 
Reg. No. 42,358 
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